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the depth of winter, and raising it most against
the poor, are worse than common cheats and
robbers. They are robbing the poor, not
merely of money, but of comfort, of health and,
in some cases, of life. They are worse criminals
than the cut-throat and burglar. You have a
chance to protect yourself against these, but
you cannot escape the others. They may at-
tend church or chapel regularly ; they may be
respected members of society, patriots and
loyalists, but they are robbers all the same.
" Time was in England when, by the law of
the land as it then was, every one of them would
have been hanged by the neck until they were
dead, as pests and enemies of the people. They
have themselves changed the law and made
their robbery of the poor legal; but it is robbery
none the less."
To mention the names of individuals was, in
the view of all the " Lib-Labs " and most of the
Independent Labour M.P.s, cc not playing the
game." It was no game to Hardie. He could
not see why those who robbed the people should
be spared. Nor did he shrink from addressing
truths to Majesty, however disgustedly his House
of Commons colleagues might murmur, " Bad
form ! "
King and Queen announced a visit to Merthyr.
He printed in a Merthyr journal an outspoken,
dignified open letter to them. He suggested they
were being taken there for two reasons, first, to